Ortnhar/Nnvamhar 2009

Vinliime [ Ieciie 7

Dear Readers:

What a busy two months we have all had since the last
issue of The Ladder. We'll hit some of the highlights in
this issue.

Remember, if you have something you'd like included,
please email us or let us know by phone or a visit on
Sunday.

Thank you.
Sally Cox, Editor and Greg Kuper, Sr.

Nancy Musyoki-Mutie Meets Amissa
The Everett-Kenya-Tanzania Connection

Last year’s Ministry Fair project was to send money to a
man named Mmassa Assumani whose long time dream
was to return 86 orphans from Tanzania to their
homeland in the Congo. We started a “Move That Bus”
campaign and raised sufficient funds to complete the
project. The project was a success; the children were
moved to a better place and all seemed well. However we
learned not too long ago that Mmassa had been killed.
He is survived by his wife Amissa and two small
daughters, Bev & Hope. Beverly Bowman who knew
Mmassa since he was a young man was able to find out
and confirm his death using the language skills of some
kind nurses at her residence; Wesley Terrace. It was
difficult and very sad to receive this news and hard to
know what to do next.

During the months that
followed, our dear friend &
Bev’s former “house girl”
Nancy Musyoki-Mutie felt
burdened to make contact with
Amissa and help her in any
way she could. She told Bev
and Bethel Church of her
desire to travel from Nairobi,
Kenya and see Amissa there
in Tanzania, a two-day
journey. But how could we help from so far away?
Thanks to technology, email and internet banking, we
were able to send funds to Nancy. There were many

detailed arrangements that had to be made for the
meeting.

Finally on Monday, October 12t Nancy traveled by bus
to Mwanza, Tanzania. The trip took 20 hours but she
safely arrived at 2:30 p.m. Her friend’s big sister Hawa (a
Muslim) met here there. - y
Amissa and her two
daughters arrived that
evening, traveling with
Mmassa'’s best friend
Msauluu. He assisted with
care for the two girls and
also provided the needed
security. With the help of a
man named Kastory (from
World Vision Micro Finance),
Nancy, Amissa and the girls ,
were settled in a very nice hotel room.

During the next few days, Nancy shared with Amissa
about what it means to be a woman of God and also
about the possibility of starting a small business in order
for Amissa to support her family. She also encouraged
her to learn English to aid in communication. Kastory
(World Vision Micro Finance) advised them that while
World Vision does not assist individuals, Amissa could
become part of a group business venture and receive
help that way. They could however, provide training for
Amissa in business. Kastory gave much good advice in
starting a business. Amissa has expressed interest in
selling food stuffs and specifically a small fish called
omena. She also would like to relocate her family to
Kigoma, Tanzania, which is a six hour drive from the
camp where she is presently staying. The situation in the
Congo is still not good and when Mmassa died, the in-
laws would come and threaten her. They took away
everything that Mmassa had provided for her.

Nancy gave Amissa a copy of “The Widow Book” by
Mae Reggy-Mamo. This book deals with the problems
faced by widows in Africa. Amissa was very
appreciative of this gift and Msauluu (Mmassa'’s friend)
will help her read it since he is able to read English.
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There were
other meetings
during the days
that followed
~ | and Nancy was
B  alsoableto

¥ purchase some
' food and
clothing for Amissa and the two girls. Nancy stayed with
Amissa until Friday and then they made their way home
again. They arrived home again safely as we hear from
text messages and emails.

Once Amissa is established in her small business,
Nancy hopes to continue to monitor and give assistance
to Amissa. She desires to make a couple more trips to
where Amissa is just to check on the small business
and see how Amissa is progressing.

It has been amazing to see how God has lead in this
project, both through acquaintances who “know their
way around” in Tanzania and also through the giving of
Bethel Church. Praise God for his hand of protection in
keeping everyone safe in their travels. Pray for
continued blessing for Amissa, her children & business
and also for Nancy as she continues to work for the
Lord. Nancy sends her love and thankfulness to Bethel
Church for our part in accomplishing this great thing.

| am personally thrilled that this mission has been
accomplished by the grace of God and modern
technology. The world is at our doorstep and also at our
fingertips. We have yet to see all that God will do
through his willing servant Nancy and also through
Beverly. They have both used their talents to further the
Kingdom of God and we can expect wonderful things to
happen because of this.

Rebecca J. Woods

REST STOP FUND RAISER

Lord willing,
Bethel will be
sponsoring
another mission
= trip to Merida,
Mexico in the
Spring of 2010.
One of the ways
we have been
~ raising funds is to
distribute free

pastries and beverages at the -5 rest stop. We have
done this for the past three years. This year we were
able to raise almost $1,700.00. Harlean Mailloux does a
great job at scehduling people to take six hour shifts at
the rest stop. Many people from Bethel are involved as
well as several from other churches. Several local
businesses help with donating pastries and other
supplies. Itis really a lot of fun to meet travelers and to
be able to minister to them as well as tell them about our
mission trips. A real bond devlops between those who
serve as we spend hours together, sometimes in the wee
hours of the morning.

The Merida mission team will help to build a Camp
John 3:16, a camp reaching out to children and adults.
Talk with Pastor Jake if you would like to be involved.

Letter from Abe McWethy - October 7th, 2009
Dear Wes & Church family,

Greetings from Fort Knox, Kentucky.

Well basic training has been challenging to say the
least. | average about 4 %2 hours sleep a night and we
usually only get three minutes to eat a meal. On the
bright side, I'm losing some weight and gaining
competitive eating friends.

Before | left, a lot of you came up to me and asked if it
was going to be another sort of ministry or made similar
comments. Honestly, my goal was to fly below the radar
and just graduate basic combat training— no ministry
involved. Well, | suppose | should just learn to trust my
church family.

Word got out that | was a youth pastor. Before | knew it,
people are coming to me for prayer, advice and general
encouragement. | am starting a Bible study that anyone in
my platoon can attend and every night, the guys in my
room ask me to say a prayer for them and their families.
No one calls me by name here, not even the Drill
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sergeants (by the way | cannot shake these names, nor
did | ask for them). | have three nicknames; Preacher, or
Preach, Reverend, and Yoda (yoda because apparently, |
reminded them of Yoda during our pugil stick training).

| have really found a heart for a lot of these guys. We
are all hurting and missing loved ones some just want to
go home. (I've had my moments believe me!) And my
heart goes out to them. This is such a dark place
throughout the week that many guys who don’t normally
go to church find their way to chapel on Sunday
mornings. Of course it’'s really the only hour of the week
day or night that you are guaranteed not to be yelled at.

| have found myself leaning into God so much because
this place wore out my strength weeks ago. | miss you
guys and | miss all the youth kids so much. | would
appreciate your prayers. Last week | severely sprained
my ankle, it’s still swollen. As well, | have been sick for a
couple of weeks but it has gotten really bad the last four
days. | went into the “gas chamber” yesterday in less the
good form and obviously came out worse for wear. | got
some prescriptions finally this morning, | pray they help.
Please pray for encouragement, a good attitude and
strength for me if you would.

Thanks for all your support.

Love in Christ,
Abe

PRAYER REQUESTS

We have had a lot of special needs the past few weeks.
Here are just a few.

Dan Pennington’s mom, Alice Pennington, age
80 fell and broke her arm and two ribs, and
cracked a vertebra. She’s in the hospital in Ohio.
Please pray.
Charlotte and Ben Westmorland are
contemplating the best move for them. Currently
they have
in-home
help.
The
McKernan

family as
they grieve

the loss of
Jami.

COUNCIL CORNER- 2010 BUDGET IS AVAILABLE

Your Bethel Church Council prepared the proposed
budget for the coming year. It was distributed to the
congregation at the annual meeting on November 8 and
will be voted on Sunday, November 22. If you have any
questions about the proposed budget, please contact a
member of the Church Council.

WHAT DO YOU DO WITH AN OLD HALLOWEEN
PUMPKIN?

| throw mine away and so should you. It is probably
pretty fuzzy by now.

However, Harlean Mailloux has another use for
pumpkins — uncarved, that is. She makes her own pureed
pumpkin to use in pies, bread, muffins, etc. | asked
Harlean if she would share her secrets with us and she
submitted the following. And yes she does use regular
jack-o-lantern pumpkins for this.

Prepare pumpkin: Wash pumpkin; use a sharp knife
to puncture the skin a few times (to allow steam to
escape). Place on baking tray with about 1/2 cup water.
Bake 350 until pumpkin is soft and easily punctured with
a fork. Cool. Cut in half and clean out seeds and fiber.
Scrape pumpkin out and process with food processor
until smooth. | freeze in zip lock bags after measuring the
amount | will use in recipes.

NEWS FROM CLEO

As most of
you know, Cleo
Miller is now
with her
daughter Nancy
in San Mateo.
Jim and Sally
Cox visited with
her on October
23.Cleois :
doing well. She misses her friends in Everett and
especially her church family at Bethel. If you would like to
call her, Nancy’s number is 1-650-344-7949. She'd love
to hear from you.

Here is a picture of Bob & Cleo taken a couple of years
ago.
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MEMORIAL

Donna Schwarzt-
Barcott, Dorothy
Wallgren'’s daughter,
wrote from the East
Coast and sent a gift
in honor of Marjory
Stedenfeld. She wrote,
“Marjory was one of a F
the most kind, gentle
and humble women | have ever known. | feel so sad that
Marjory is gone. As a child, | was always excited about
going to Sunday school to be in her class. She gave me a
sense that one could be intellectually curious and a
faithful Christian woman at the same time. Her belief in
the Lord was reflected in everything she did, including the
years of friendship she extended to my Mother and
myself. | admired her enormously and always felt a sense
of gratitude for her gentle presence and for being able to
know such a woman.” We all miss Marjory. Gifts may be
made to the church to carry on the sincere Christian
service that Marjory modeled so well.

DID YOU KNOW—Insights from Bethel’s History
By Greg Kuper, Sr.

This issue of the Ladder will close out our travel back
into 1945. In September 1945, Bethel's radio ministry was
renewed when the church shifted to KRKO. In October
the church commissioned architect Arvid Johnson to draw
up sketches of a new church to be constructed on the
back of the church lot. Those sketches were produced
and posted in the church for all to see and pray over.

To close out 1945, the church voted to have its
watchnight service on Dec. 31, 1945 from 9 to midnight.
The 10 to 11pm hour would be for fellowship and
refreshments. Its main focus would be to welcome home
the service personnel and praise God for the end of W.W.
Il.

One reason | embarked on this aspect of writing for the
ladder is to be able to introduce to our many new
members some of those folks who have gone before, and
were such a blessing to those of us who have been
around a little longer. This report focuses on Walter and
Julia Wolhueter.

On July 1, 1945, Walter and Julia Wolhueter were
baptized and became members of Bethel. That same
baptismal service included their son Dan. From that day
until their deaths (Walter) and physical infirmities (Julia),
the Wolhueters served our church and Jesus Christ
faithfully and to the fullness of their abilities. Son Dan
married and moved to Edmonds where he and his family
were members of a community church for many years.

Walter was the head mechanic for Newland
Construction. Every piece of equipment the company
owned that had a motor was Walter's responsibility. In the
1950's and 1960's Newlands was one of the most prolific
and busy construction companies in the Everett area.
Walter was very busy! However, he was not so busy that
he could not sing in the choir, or serve on the Trustee
Board.

This writer is only one of dozens of members who were
aided by Walter in dealing with difficult automobiles. In
my case it was a 1959 Nash Rambler. (It seldom wanted
to run much less ramble.) He helped every pastor who
served Bethel during his working years. Usually there
was no charge for his services or parts only. Over the
years Walter worked on carpentry, electrical and
plumbing needs on the church building. His skills were
freely given and first class in execution.

In addition, Walt and Julia owned and operated three
apartment houses in Everett, doing all maintenance work
themselves. Since most of their tenants were elderly,
their service also included shopping for some of those
folks when age made it difficult for them to get out. Walt
once told me that he kept everything at Newland
running— from the 10 ton crane to Mrs. Newland's
Mercedes. Of all the equipment, the Mercedes was the
worst. Nothing on that car was easily accessible. Even
changing the spark plugs required contortion and special
adaptors to the wrench.

Julia, was an excellent cook. My guess is that she
served as a Deaconess and member of the Social
Committee, (called the kitchen committee during most of
her tenure.) for nearly 30 years. During many of those
same years, Julia was the head cook for most of the Lake
Retreat summer camps. She was a delightful and
vivacious lady who was quick to smile and supported
other people in their work and efforts.

With a membership near 200 during most of their
service time, the Kitchen committee served many, many
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meals through the drop doorway from the basement
kitchen into the banquet room, next to the fireside room.

As most of you know there was no dishwasher or
similar appliance in those days so all dishes, pots and
pans were hand washed, with bleach in the wash water
for each and every one of those meals. Eventually my
wife and | became part of the dishwashing and serving
staff with the Wolhueters, and we became very close to
them.

We miss Walt and Julia even now whenever we are in
the basement because of the memories. They are just
two of the reasons why Bethel is a 108 year old church
still going strong in ministry. They would appreciate and
love those of you who have come along side of older
members over the last few years, rolled up your sleeves
and plunged into the ministry whether in leadership or
dishwater, or carpentry or whatever. Their idea of a
vacation was to take the train to Michigan every two
years and drive home directly from the factory, in
their new car, usually a Chevrolet. | hope you have
enjoyed meeting the Wolhueters.

FROM ERIC & ANDREA WARREN (FORMERLY
WELLER)

Andrea Weller
spent a year with
the Bethel family
while she was

|~ teaching in the
Everett area. She

. and her husband

| Eric are now on
their way to full
time mission service in the Far East. We received a note
of thanks from them recently. “We wanted to thank you
for your prayer support for Eric & | and also the people
we will soon be working with in East Asia. We’re going to
be students ourselves learning language at the university
and then connecting with nationals there with the purpose
of planting churches. Praise God we have our visa and
an apartment. Pray for our parents; we don't think they
know God. Andrea’s dad & Eric’'s mom are against us
going. Pray for safe flights to Asia & unity between us—
Andrea.”
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